
History: Vocabulary Progression (Substantive) 
 

Vocabulary in history (not limited to...) 

EYFS family, grandparents, change, today, tomorrow, 

yesterday, Bonfire night, Guy Fawkes, fireworks, 

Remembrance, poppy, soldiers, war, history, then, 

now, time, yesterday, today, tomorrow, sequence, 

timeline 

 

old, new, past, present, before I was born, a long 

time ago, in the past, astronaut, remember, alive, 

Moon Landing, spacecraft, flight, transport, 

modern, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Mae Jameson, 

change, same, different 

Pre-historic, existed, extinct, dead, important, Mary 

Anning, fossil, king, queen, ruler, castle, palace, 

King Charles III, modern, now, same, different,  

Year 1 toy, play, teddy bear, games console, controller, 

cartridge, disc, hard drive, blocks, Lego, wood, 

plastic, metal, advert, television, internet, 

catalogue, survey, parent, grandparent 

Wright Brothers, balloon, Montgolfier Brothers, 

Leonardo Da Vinci, Elmer of Malmsbury, fly, flight, 

aeroplane, glider, invention, improvement, pilot, 

propellor, engine, rudder, Kitty Hawk, telegram, 

diary, newspaper, photograph 

castle, kings, queens, lords, defence, enemy, hill, 

view, moat, motte & bailey, square, circular, turrets, 

battlements, crenels, arrow slits, drawbridge, 

portcullis, Tower of London, Windsor Castle, Dudley 

Castle, Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror, 

imprisoned, Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria, 

Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace, Balmoral 

Castle. 

Year 2 Catholic, gunpowder, 

barrels, Guy Fawkes, 

King James I, London, 

plot, plotters, Protestant, 

Houses of Parliament, 

5th November, fireworks, 

bonfire, tunnel, cellar, 

Thomas Percy, Robert 

Catesby, Lord 

Monteagle, arrest, 

execute, torture, Tower 

of London, 

commemoration, law, 

restrict 

 

World War One, war 

remembrance, 

armistice, 

Remembrance Day, 

memorial, soldier, battle, 

trench, 1914-1918, 

Western Front, Flanders 

Fields, home front, 

Moina Michael, legacy, 

commemoration 

discrimination, equality, segregation, peaceful, 

protest, America, boycott, Montgomery Bus 

Boycott, Bristol, Bus Boycott, rights, workers, unfair, 

trade union, demonstration, leader, arrest, 

imprisonment 

 

local, history, source, industry, religion, donation, 

legacy, significant, important, memorial, memory, 

use, change, military hospital, VAD, ownership, 

locality, commemoration 

Year 3 agriculture, alloy, archaeologist, artefacts, Beaker, 

burial, construct, continuity, ditch, domestication, 

excavation, granary, migrate, mine, ore, palisade, 

preserve, remains, settlement, significant, Starr Carr, 

Skara Brae, monolith, Stonehenge, duration, period, 

pre-history, Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Iron 

Age, Bronze Age, hillfort, defensive, structure, trade, 

community, hunter gather, evidence, bronze, iron. 

local, history, source, industry, religion, legacy, 

significant, important, glass, settlement, industry. 

natural resources, glasshouse, locality, glass cone, 

furnace, Lorraine, France, Bohemia, Huguenots, 

religious persecution, canal, transport, lehr, shrower, 

gaffer, decline, growth. 

dynasty, pharaoh, vizier, scribe, priest, social 

structure, River Nile, source, delta, social, economic, 

trade, commerce, agriculture, economics, 

irrigation, shaduf/shadoof, sickle, oxen, plough, 
Scribe, education, papyrus, reed, hieratic, 

hieroglyphics, cartouche, palette, afterlife, religion, 

mythology, preserve, mummification, Book of the 

Dead, pyramid, tomb, Indus valley , Sumer 

(Mesopotamia in modern Iraq), Shang dynasty 

China. 

Year 4 archer, infantry, fleet, annex, military alliance, 

legion, legionary, citizen, emperor, Julius Caesar, 

Anglo Saxons, Scots, Angles, Christianity, invaders, 

invasion, kingdom, Pagan, Picts, Saxons, Scots, 

Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 

Danegeld, exile, kingdom, outlawed, Pagan, 



History: Vocabulary Progression (Substantive) 
 

Claudius, empire, control, tactic, settlement, 

kingdom, revolt, occupation, outnumber, governor, 

conquer, fort, defences, civil war, pillage, rebellion, 

Boudicca, Wroxeter, villa, road, coin, viaduct, drain 

Danegeld, exile, outlaw, pillaged, raid, livestock, 

kingdom migration, monk, native, pagan, Church, 

Christianity, priory, settlement, status, tribe. 

pillaged, raid, longship, longhouse, Alfred the 

Great, Wessex, invade, battle, Lindisfarne, settle, 

Dragon ship, Longship, Anglo Saxon Chronical, 

perspective, culture 

Year 5 historian, archaeologist, artefacts, region, drought, 

irrigate, city state, crops, porous, limestone, jadeite, 

settlement, ravine, ajaw, comparing, kingdom, 

abandoned, obsidian, annex, hostile, invade, 

trade, port Chichen Itza 

 democracy, city state/ polis, civilization, society, 

Athens, Sparta, monarchy, oligarchy, trade, 

acropolis, philosophy, Parthenon, architecture, 

philosophy, culture, society, economic, theatre, 

language, idioms, medicine, Socrates, equality, 

freedom, influence, Plato, literature, impact 

 

Year 6 republic, citizen, state, overthrow, occupation, anti-

Semitism, unemployment, debt, dictator, fascism, 

nationalism, government, annexed, territory, 

appeasement, pact, natural resources, invasion, air 

raid, evacuee, ration, Home Front, role, 

propaganda, censorship, agriculture, food, war 

effort, Blitz, ‘Blitz Spirit’, morale 

 crime, period, deter, severe, court, tithing, wergild, 

ordeal, jury, treason, abolish, custody, incriminate, 

pact, jailer, oakum, industrial, promotion, unarmed, 

detective, prevention, detection, rehabilitation. 

 


